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Despair and Mercy 
This is a unique time. I’ve lived through multiple disrupting events in my 50 years, but nothing has 
caused the same level of personal disruption as the current events with our nation’s response to 

COVID-19. The kids aren’t going to school. Little League 
Baseball is postponed, Our favorite restaurants are take-out 
only, if they are open at all. Church is live streaming. I’m at 
home because only half of my team can work at the same 
time, so that if one of us gets infected, only half of us will 
have to be quarantined. Everything feels distant and 
somewhat isolated. A couple of days ago, I found myself 
genuinely down, somewhat depressed. Everything feels weird 
and everyone I know is wondering when it will end.


Often when I’m feeling down, I turn to the Psalms. In the 
Psalms, we find an expression of the whole range of human 
emotions: joy and despair, gladness and longing, triumph and 
tragedy, and everything in between.


This week, I’ve been looking at Psalm 130. It’s the basis of a 
song we sing on Sunday’s, From The Depths Of Woe, written 
by Martin Luther. The first verse of Psalm 130 begins, Out of 
the depths I cry to you, O Lord! O Lord, hear my voice! As 
people, we understand what it is like to cry out of the depths. 
That place of emotional anguish where we fear isolated and 
possibly abandoned. We understand the desire to be heard.


However, this Psalmist isn’t crying from the depths of the 
effects of social distancing, of cancelled school, baseball, 
work, or the closure of his favorite restaurant. His despair is 
one that is much more universal and deeper. His despair is at 
the recognition of his own sin, and his cry is a cry for mercy. 
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Preaching Schedule 

We will be hosting an online 
livestream every Sunday until we 
are able to meet again. Please 
check your email for weekly 
updates.  

Weekly Schedule 
Sunday Morning Worship - 10AM 
(Livestream on our website and 
YouTube) 

Special Events  
Men’s Breakfast and Bible study at 
Slater Baptist on the 2nd Saturday 
of the month at 8AM - Postponed 

Women’s Book Study - 4th 
Saturday of each month at 10AM - 
Postponed 

Birthdays  
April 13th - Josef Hamilton 
April 15th - Nico Dipasquale  
April 30th - Sheila Smith 

Anniversaries  
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His cry is to the God who forgives.


In verse 3, the Psalmist writes, If you, O Lord, should mark 
iniquities, O Lord, who could stand? But with you there is 
forgiveness, that you may be feared. He points out that if God 
kept an account of the wrongs of his people, he wouldn’t 
have a people. He says that God forgives, so that he may be 
feared: reverenced and worshiped. We have the capacity to 
reverence and worship God because he forgives us. Our 
worship is not the cause of our salvation, it is the result.


In verse 6 he expresses his longing for his ultimate rescue. My 
soul waits for the Lord more than watchmen for the morning. 
Think of that watchman sitting on the city wall watching for 
enemies through the night. The night is dangerous, and the 
work of the watchman is exhausting and lonely. It requires his 
full attention, lest an enemy invade unnoticed. But the coming 
morning means safety, rest, and renewed fellowship with 
friends and loved ones as the night is over.


The Psalmist then ends with hope and assurance. O Israel, 
hope in the Lord! For with the Lord there is steadfast love, and 
with him is plentiful redemption. And he will redeem Israel 
from all his iniquities.


Common sense tells us that this era of COVID-19 and social 
distancing will eventually end. In a month or two, life will be 
back to normal for most of us and in a few years, it will almost 
seem like it never happened. But the reason we can rejoice in 
the midst of a trial like this isn’t simply because we know it 
will end. Our reason for rejoicing no matter the circumstances 
is that we know that God saves his people. In the middle of a 
national health scare, we may get sick. We may even die. But 
regardless, our hope is in the Lord for in him there is steadfast 
love, and with him is plentiful redemption. Plentiful. 
Redemption. That is hope. That is assurance. (Pastor Mark)


Shepherding in isolation  
I have never pastored during a pandemic. None of our Elders 
have any experience with this level of global crisis. With that 
said, we want to shepherd you well even at a distance. We 
want to serve you well. We are praying for you, and we are 
working to lead our congregation through this challenging 
time. Please be in prayer for us, and please let us know if 
there is anything we can do for you. As an Elder body, we will 
do what we can to stay in touch with everyone and continue 
to bring you helpful content as we are unable to meet 
regularly. We hope to be together again soon. (Pastor William)
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Prayer Requests  

Evangelism  
Pray that each one of us would take 
evangelism seriously and seek to 
proclaim the Gospel to those that 
need to hear it.  

God’s Provision  
Pray for God’s continual financial 
provision for our church.  

COVID-19 
Pray that God would heal our land. 
Pray that many would come to faith in 
Jesus during this time. Pray that our 
congregation would stay healthy. 
Pray for those who are sick and those 
who are hurting. Pray for God’s 
provision.  

Barbara Day  
Pray for Barbara as she receives 
treatment for multiple myeloma.  

Josh Meeh 
Pray for Pastor William’s cousin 
Lauren and her husband Josh. Josh is 
battling stage 4 colon cancer. Josh is 
the Associate Pastor at Deer Park First 
Baptist Church in Deer Park, Texas. 
Josh and Lauren have three sons 
under the age of 6.  

To submit a prayer request please send 
requests to: skypointetr@gmail.com  
Submissions should be brief and to the 
point. 
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